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Presentation outline



What is Still Common About
Stormwater Utilities in Florida?




A stormwater utility is a business unit of local
government dedicated to the management of
stormwater

Facilities /

Organlzatlon Infrastructure

Programs

Stormwater Funding
(Fees, charges, etc.)

Accounting




Fundamental requirements
of a stormwater utility

Balancing
Administrative Simplicity
and Equity is the Key

“Equity” means the Customer
Pays in Accordance with
Their Use/ Service Need



Historically, rate structures in Florida have
been based on proxies for runoff generation



Common model surrogates include impervious
area, gross area land use, weighted combination
of gross / impervious area



ERU/ESU could be based on
single or multiple classifications



Usually a base billing unit and one or more
‘“flat rate” customer classes are established



Exemptions



Credits



What is Relatively New in
Stormwater Utilities?




Better data means more options



Better understanding of
stormwater program




Credits — What and why



Basic principles



Common issues on the table



Questions/Discussion




“The Times They Are
A —Changin”
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Let’s recall the world when this all started



In the three decades of SWU'’s in Florida,
things have changed a bit



The tools available to us have come
light years




Our communities continue to change also



As does our climate...



So land use, climate and
technology have changed




Early SWU’s were necessarily simple



As a result, 2016 FSA Survey reports



While five key tenets of SWU'’s remain,
their application may change

= Equity

Used to sacrifice
= Administrative simplicity one for the other

(but with today’s
technology that
may be changing)




To date, most utilities follow an
approach where...



How does focus on resiliency
change things

How do we fund




Tidal flooding surfaces
importance of other factors




Similarly, water quality issues may change
the equation



What Does the Future (of SWU'’s)
Look Like?




What do these changes mean to future
rate structures?



Maybe variable rates/structures by
watershed or other geographic areas

...advancements in GIS and data analytics
should make this easier



Equity Is improved with a reasonable
credit program



What do todays’ credit programs look like?



What should we expect relative
to credit programs?



Big drivers for change




Forecast for Florida SWU'’s



Starting to look to other states
for “what is working”
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Expect to start importing best practices
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