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Are there other restoration options?



Water Quality Restoration Alternatives
Alternative Restoration Plans
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Alternative Restoration Plans 

1. Reasonable Assurance Plan (RAP)
• Assessment Category 4b
• Not Placed on the 303(d) List
• Replaces a TMDL and BMAP

2. Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP)
• Assessment Category 4e
• Included on the 303(d) List
• Defers TMDL development by DEP

These plans are addressed in the impaired waters rule in section 62-303.600, F.A.C



Benefits of an Alternative Restoration Plan

• Provides a faster path to restoration
• One EPA review loop
• Minimizes regulatory process 

• Allows stakeholders to control the path to restoration for their waterbody
• Developing a plan prior to state of federal action provides the best way for stakeholders 

to plan for efficient and effective management
• Acknowledges proactive efforts

• Stakeholders receive credit for pollutant reductions
• Benefits to downstream impaired waters

• Combines many of the steps
• Enhances public relations



Pathways to Restoration

Both pathways have the same goal:
Water Quality Restoration
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Alternative Restoration Plans
Website

https://floridadep.gov/dear/alternative-restoration-plans



Alternative Restoration Plans
Survey 



Which Plan is Best for My Waterbody?



Alternative Restoration Plans
Survey



Survey
Important Information to Include



Before you start
Do you know if your waterbody is impaired? 



Before you start
Do you know if your waterbody  has a TMDL? 



TMDL? Yes or No?

• Alternative Restoration 
Plans are an option only if 
the waterbody of interest:

• Is impaired
• Does not have a TMDL

• If the waterbody is impaired 
and does not have a TMDL, 
select ‘No’ and you can 
proceed with the survey



Survey Questions
Is my best option a 4b or 4e?

• What is the parameter of concern (nutrients/other or bacteria)?
• If bacteria, you will be directed to the Fecal Indicator Bacteria (FIB) Tool Kit 

• Is the waterbody close to meeting water quality standard(s)?

• Have water quality restoration projects/activities been recently completed and/or are planned to 
be implemented in the near future?

• Will impairment(s) will be addressed by projects/activities within 5 years?

• Is there an intent to create a 4b plan but inadequate time to prepare one during the current 
assessment cycle?

• Do you wish to change the water quality standard(s)?

• Do you wish to take charge of the restoration process? 
• If there are planned projects already identified, will the impairment be addressed by these projects within 5 years?



Alternative Restoration Plans
Data Display 



Alternative Restoration Plans Data Display
What is going on around the State?

• Category 4b
• 5 Reasonable Assurance Plans (RAPs)

• Category 4e
• 26 Pollutant Reduction Plans (PRPs)
• 20 Bacteria Pollution Control Plans (BPCPs)
• 3 TMDL Implementation Plans

• 25 Planned
• So much happening! How do we display all the good 

work and alternative restoration plan information?



Alternative Restoration Plans
Dynamic and Interactive Display Dashboards – Plan Type and 
Parameter 



Dynamic and Interactive Display
By Plan Type (example PRP) 



Alternative Restoration Plans
By Parameter (example Nutrients – TN)



Alternative Restoration Plans
Dynamic and Interactive Display Dashboards – County and 
Plan Type



Dynamic and Interactive Display
County and Plan Type (example Pinellas Co./4e)



Dynamic and Interactive Display
Map Features 



Thank you!
Questions?



Benjamin Ralys
Environmental Consultant

(850) 245-8443
Benjamin.Ralys@FloridaDEP.gov

Moira Homann
Environmental Administrator

(850) 245-8460
Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov


