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In the Beginning  - Phillippi Creek Background

As early as 1948, there is 
evidence Phillippi Creek was 
channelized to accommodate 
widespread agricultural use. 

By 1974, the watershed saw 
additional alterations with the 
conversion of some agricultural 
land to residential/industrial use, 
and the construction of canals for 
drainage and creation of water 
front property and access to the 
bays. 



In the Beginning – the NEW Phillippi Creek Watershed 

Since 1974 the majority of 
historic floodplain along 
the creek has been 
converted to residential 
and commercial use. 
Today, Phillippi Creek 
drains nearly 56 square 
miles of watershed that 
includes such land uses 
as residential (both high 
and low density) hobby 
farms, golf courses, and 
mixed industrial use. 



In the Beginning – Septic Tank Locations

Most of the building 
occurred prior to 
stormwater rules 
and sanitary sewer.



In the Beginning - Private Package Plants

It was common for 
communities to have 
their own on-site 
package plant



Beginning a Journey

Phillippi Creek (WBID 1937) was verified impaired for fecal coliform bacteria as 
approved by the FDEP in November 1998 and is included on the 1998 303(d) 
list. 
An EPA Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) was adopted for Fecal Coliform in 
2010. This TMDL required a 98% reduction in bacteria. 
….“shall not exceed a monthly average of 200, nor exceed 400 in 10 percent 
of the samples, nor exceed 800 on any one day.”



The Journey – Septic to Sewer

The replacement of 
On-site Septic 
Treatment Disposal 
Systems (OSTDS) in 
Sarasota County 
began in 2001 with 
14,000 proposed to 
be pumped out and 
crushed in-place. 



The Journey - Pet Waste Campaign

Pet waste was 
thought of to be a 
huge contributor 
to the bacterial 
problem.



The Journey – Septic Tank Care

Educating residents 
about their septic tank 
and the need for routine 
maintenance was 
emphasized. 



The Journey - Trending in the Right Direction

Overall, the spikes 
have decreased, 
as well as the 
average count, 
however  there is 
still a chronic 
exceedance. 



The Journey – Keep Going!!!

WTW Walk the Watershed - 2016. At the encouragement of DEP, 
County staff conducted a Walk the Watershed exercise. This project 
involved gathering all stakeholders in the watershed for input. 

 Staff from Sarasota County Utilities, Air and Water quality and 
Department of Health

 Staff from the City of Sarasota Utilities Department
 The residents close to the areas of chronically high exceedances



The Journey - WTW – Maps on the Table



The Journey - WTW – Maps on the Table (Municipalities)

Under the watchful 
(and helpful!) eye of 
DEP, Sarasota 
County conducted 
the Maps on the 
Table exercise with 
staff from within 
the County, as well 
as the DOH and 
City of Sarasota.



The Journey - WTW – Maps on the Table (Municipalities)

Residents around the 
chronically high 
sampling areas were 
invited to the Maps on 
the Table session. Here 
they were broken in to 
teams – there were 4 
maps of the area – and 
encouraged to scour the 
map and record any 
instances they might 
recall of potential 
sources. 



The Journey - WALK the Watershed

Based on results from the Public and 
Government Maps on the Table sessions, 
Staff from the Sarasota County and City of 
Sarasota Utilities conducted field 
investigations of areas of concern. 

Sarasota County staff conducted additional sampling 
events trying to narrow down contributing areas


